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History and stories of the Donner Summit Historical Society and the most historically

significant square mile in California. .
October, 2022 issue #170

Ephemera

Basically, when we’re talking about museums, and in this case the Donner Summit Heirloom which is a kind of on-line mu-
seum, ephemera is lots of ordinary stuff of every day life. You can imagine collections of menus, tickets, signs, small items,
etc. Donner Summit being a high quality historical place, has generated a lot of ephemera over the decades. That ordinary
stuff, saved from the old days on Donner Summit, tells us a lot about

life in the past here. D NER SUMMIT HISTORIC au. Snflm

' Matchbo
covers

of

Donner

Over the decades Norm Sayler has built an amazing collection

of Donner Summit materials. The largest part is his collection of
thousands of photographs which we’ve been using in the Heirloom
and which are available on line (see page 2). Then there’s another
part of the collection which comes under the category of “everything
else” which is a technical term used by archivists. We’ve been con-
centrating on telling the stories of Donner Summit in the Heirloom
for 170 issues now and through exhibits on our website. Ironically
we’ve only tangentially delved into the rest of the ephemera in
Norm’s collection. We’ve only occasionally printed Donner Sum-
mit ads for example. Then, as we prepared for the revamping of the
DSHS into a warm, attractive setting with study and conversation
space, exhibits that are interpreted with labels, and with all artifacts
put into a database, we began to go through Norm’s “everything
else.” At first we despaired of ever coming to grips with the immen-
sity of the collection. The last time we even broached the subject
was when we made a poster of just a few examples of just one tiny
part of the ephemera collection: Donner Summit matchbooks (re-
duced here but larger on the exhibits page of our website). That we
never revisited the idea is kind of a shame but we’ll start to rectify
that with this month’s Heirloom’s main story, “Ephemera.”

Norm’s "everything else" is housed in binders and drawers and
almost all of it about Donner Summit. This month we present just a
small taste of what’s there. No doubt you'll want to come and see.
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Rainbow Tavern/Lodge pgs 5 & 10 Donner Summit Lodge pg 3 Soda Springs Ski Area pg 3
Sugar Bowl & Magic Carpet pgs 5 & 6
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Finding Your Way Through Donner Summit History

We've now passed 150 issues of the Heirloom: thousands of pages, thousands of pictures, and hundreds of subjects. You've
probably begun to realize that you cannot keep all the history in your head. Even if you remember it all, retrieval is difficult.

Fortunately John Albert Index invented the index* and one of the choices we made back at the birth of the DSHS was to index
all our Heirloom articles and pictures. We've diligently kept up the indices so that they are many pages long, full of alphabet-
ized titles and subjects. Go to our website and to any of the Heirloom pages (one for each year) and you'll find links to the
Heirloom indices.

One of the strengths of the DSHS is the incomparable historical photograph collection of Norm Sayler, our president. The col-
lection is thousands of pictures and again the sheer number makes finding anything in particular, difficult. Avoid the long URL
by going to our website and clicking on the "photographs" link and then to the "historic photo collection link." A third link, to
the FlickR URL will take you to those thousands of searchable historical photographs of Donner Summit. Have fun.

*historical society humor
editor: .

Bill Oudegeest F I n d u S 0 n
209-606-6859

info@donnersummithistoricalsociety.org Unless otherwise noted, the photographs and other

historical ephemera in The Heirloom's pages come from the Norm Sayler collection

at the Donner Summit Historical Society

Proofread by Pat Malberg, Lake Mary, Donner
Summit
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SODA SPRINGS SKI AREA

~ AFTERNOON RATES START AT 1:0 F. M.

[ WINTER SPORTS
Ideal for All -Year - Round Vacationing

]lmmer Summit Ludﬁe

GUIDE - MAP
TO
DONNER SUMMIT

LODGE

SO0DA SPRINGS
CALIFORNIA

TELEFPHONE
SODA SPRINGS
2431

‘oods
t AMERICAN OR EUBOPEAN PLAN v
Omonha'ﬁl"uufhu' 'mﬂam—&m_ with Bath.

SUMMER SPORTS

Soda Springs Ski Area

4

Donner Summit
Lodge

SATURDAY, JAN. 18, 1958

shown with two champion Samoyed
- dogs that belong to Rudy Talso of Don-
tates ner Ski Ranch. Milt Avila is holding
1960, is _ the dogs.

T a1 T

San Franc1sco Examiner January 18, 1958. DSHS
board member Starr Walton featured as "our most
prominent hope for the United States Winter Oly-
mics" in 1960.

Starr Walton

SKIERS FROM ALL OVER THE WEST
COME HERE BECAUSE IT'S “TOPS”
FOR WINTER SPORTS ENJOYMENT.

CONVENIENTLY REACHED ON BEAUTIFUL
STATE HIGHWAY
FROM RENO OR SACRAMENTO.

CORDIAL ALPINE ATMOSPHERE.

CONVENIENT TO MANY SKI SLOPES
WITH LIFT FACILITIES.

DONNER SUMMIT,
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The Donner Spitze Inn, just up the road from Vanderford's at the
top of the pass had an extra benefit, a large garage that used to
house the snow clearing machinery of the Division of Highways.
That building collapsed in the 1980's but it must have been a nice
amenity when it was still standing.

INSIDE PARKING:

THE GARAGE IS THE ENTRANCE TO THE DONNER SPI-
TZE INN. DRIVE INSIDE, PARK YOUR CAR

AND HAVE NO WORRIES ABOUT DIGGING OUT WHEN
YOU ARE READY TO DEPART. TWO MAJOR SKI AREAS

@ onner 5 F i i Zp (fj] un ARE WITHIN EASY SKIING OR WALKING DISTANCE

FROM THE INN. ALSO SKIING AT BOREAL RIDGE.

HIGHWAY 40, DONNER SUMMIT
P. 0. BOX 9, NORDEN, CALIFORNIA

cartoon on a Donner Spitze Inn brochure

1920

Donner Spitze Inn Houner Spitze
fun

DONNER
SPITZE INN

7080 Elevation

FUN AREA FOR
THE CHILDREN.

TOP OF
THE SUMMIT.

WINTER SEASON: NOVEMBER thru APRIL
DONNER RECREATION AREA

P. 0. BOX 9
HORDEM, CALIFORMIA 95724

Phane: ($14) 426-3376
OPEMING MOVEMBER 15
L]

For Your Convenience — Al Year Phone

BAY AREA
H. L. GARIBALDI - (415} B37.2441
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sk Sugar Bowl’s 3,200 foot chair lift runs to the top of Disney Pea

k.
Above, Sugar Bowl's original one seater chairlift from a Sugar Bowl brochure. Se the next page for the replacement.

Sugar Bowl &
Rainbow Tavern

Rainbow Tavern brochure and a lift ticket in
case you are so inclined.

Whoae e .
=1 % L L
A Rainbow 7 $250 0 ey
cl pomait 3
o - 'E;ﬂd'“""' Rﬂﬂ:
B mmh'l
ti ying Fof TIOMS
[ Por M Gravt
z woTEL ACEO : mﬁ:'.;"%
wd
- Yt
=
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The Skier magazine November, 1952 carried the story about Sugar
Bowl’s new ski lift on Mount Disney and the coming new Magic
Carpet. Subsequent editions carried ads for the Magic Carpet. It took
skiers from Highway 40, across the railroad tracks and to the Sugar
Bowl Lodge. This was more convenient than tractor pulled sleighs.

Sugar Lays Magic

"Popular Sugar Bowl atop Donner Summit at Norden, has broken out
in a rash of rejuvenation certain to tingle the hearts of skiers patron-
izing the Sierra resort. Constructed during the summer was a new
Herron double chair lift that will replace the old low capacity lift
[See the top of page 5]. It extends to the very top of Mt. Disney, from
which point several new runs have been opened. The capacity of the
new lift will be 600 skiers per hour and it is hoped this

will eliminate any more long waiting lines.

"In addition a long awaited development of better
transportation into the Sugar Bowl from Highway 40

is under construction. Under the direction of Hannes
Schroll and Jerome Hill, the Magic Carpet Corpora-
tion is building an aerial tramway that will start next

to Kiski Lodge and the terminal right behind the Main
Lodge at the Sugar Bowl. The magic Carpet will have
eight cabins. A transportation service between the tram-
way and the Norden railway station, as well as other
resorts in the vicinity, will be run by the Magic Carpet
Corporation. For those who come by car, Pratt's Garage
on Highway 40 will, as usual, store the car and trans-
port the guests up to the tramway.

"Every effort will be made to give Sugar Bowl1 visitors
a quick and effortless entry to the skiing area, accord-
ing to Walter E. Haug, new manager of the Sugar Bowl,
who many skiers remember from Squaw Valley and
Aspen.

"The Ski School will again be under the able guidance
of Bill Klein, and Katie Starrett returns again as Sports
Director."

okier'’s Mid-Week i o
meah, C d rey
All-Expense Rates e '.w. ‘

o

Bewl & roturn |

Monday thru Thursday |
per person
L30Tl 15 To TSR Pl I L $33.00
Room, cnnnomng barh double occupancy ar.00
Room, cor bath, single I s 42.00
Room, private buth doubie OCCUPANCY .vveveoe 39.00
Raom. private bath, single occupancy ... 45.00

*Speciol oll-expense rates not effective Christmas-
New Yeor, Washington’s Birthday and Easter weeks.

NOW at the world famous

Sugar Bowl

NORDEN ® CALIFORNIA

| BILL KLEIN'S SKI SCHOOL |

The Skier 1-15-51

PR 1 new
: 2-mile beginners’ run .
. | rooms . . . dormitories . .

Sugar Bowl's
Magic Carpet

Ride The Magic Carpet
To The Sugar Bowl

Opening December 18th

New Heron Double Chairlift — 2 Ropetows — 10 Runs From Mt. Disney —
New 2-Mile Begi s’ Run — R

—Dormitories — Midweek Specials —
Sugar Bowl Ski Weeks — Bill Klein 5ki School — 40 Miles From Reno.

For information and brochures write

SUGAR BOWL NORDEN, CALIF.
Tel. Soda Springs 2282

The Skier 12-53

ﬂidﬂlThE Magic Larpel

from Highway 40

To TlllE Sugar Bowl

on Donner Summit

excellent

snow conditions . . . new Heron double chairlift .. .-
two ropetows . . . ten runs from Mt. Disney.

.. Bill Klein's ski school . . .
. reduced mid-week rates.

] mformuhou

brochures, rate sheet or posters write to:

Norden, California
Telephone Seda Springs 2281

The Skier March, 1954
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In Norm's collection ski pamphlets are
common but buried in one binder, midway
through, was the Soda Springs telephone di-
rectory for 1946. You can see from the lower
left that there were not many with phones on
Donner Summit in those days.

The second page was the fun page. It has
instructions for using phone.

Here are some hints from page 2 after an
explanation of some key vocabulary (dial tone,
ringing signal, and busy signal):

to call the FBI dial "operator."
Call information for numbers you don't know.
Don't dial out of town numbers.
That's what operators are for
Listen for the dial tone before dialing.
After dialing each digit, remove your finger
and let the dial return to normal
Don't confuse the zero with the "o
Don't confuse the one with the "1."
If someone is already on the line when you
pick up the receiver, "announce your inerrup-
tion, replace the receiver and make your call
later.

[

SODA SPRINGS ..
FEMPORARY

TELEPHONE DIRECTORY

CCTOBRER 1946

L TR e
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FLEASE DO NoT USE THIS DIRECTORY
UNTIL AFTER 11 A. M. OCTOBER 8, 1946

SODA SPRINGS

TEMPORARY

TELEPHONE DIRECTORY

OCTOBER 1946

THE PACIFIC TELEPHONE and TELEGRAPH
COMPANY

SEE INSIDE COVER FOR EMERGENCY CALLS
AND OTHER IMPORTANT MATTERS

For emergencies, dial the operator and say,
"I want to report a fire."
"I want the police"
"I want an ambulance"

©Donner Summit Historical Society
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® 3 day’ e ef skl tow
® 3 days' ot Instrustion

ATOP DONNER SUMMIT IN THE prayers. It's safe and easy to operate. The Skier November,
SIERRA'S BEST SKIING GROUND! No more tired, shaky arms. Rollers do 1952
your body in a vertical position, letting
rope run over the lower roller while
8 7 dayy’ dormitery lodging 50 start and glidi id i
; gliding ride up the hill, take
8.7 dun' gosd msks s your time, gradually using body weight
for leverage, but letting the rollers do
2 ly removing hand from gripper.
$4.25 for rosnd-trip bus from 5. F. S‘mp Y g Bripp
Drive if you prafer—194 miles on Highway 40 from 5. F. For further details: Myron bt ipses,

vn n nFn“n F YOU HAVE difficulty riding rope
tows, “Doc’s Loc” is the answer to your
the work. Hold the gripper away from

ONE WEEK VACATION
you get proper balance. For a smooth
I s all the work. Instantaneous release by
5446 E. Pomona Blvd., Los Angeles 22.

Ski in the West's great skiing center . . . . the Donner
Summit—Norden Ares. The elevation is 7085, the high-

est of any easily sccessible ski resort in Gﬂ"*ﬂrglh VanderfOrd'S
Excollant meals, home-cooked, served in a new dining
room, comfartable, heated accommodations in & new
building. Cengenial, informal atmasphere—lounge and
ski room. Only a short distance frem the famous Sugar
Bowl . . . . a fow miles to Donner Lake, Truckee and
Lake Tnhqo Slightly ever an hour o Rene, Han‘r rope
tows in vicinity and chair lift at Sugar Bowl,

SCHEDULE FOR THOSE NOT DRIVING
By Southarn Pacific frain: Leave San Framciico B:35 s.m, Arrive I- l F T s

Mordan 1110 p.m. PATENTED
By Pacille Grayhound: Laava San Frarcico 800 or B:15 g, .
Arrive Merdas | 2030 or 3:70

Excallant overnight service -l':.mw rail wnd bus,

RESERVATIONS |

Wiite, wire af 1 h- Krs. J. A Vandsrfard B
lasd, Nu\hrp. m rala. or through !'ll: agent ft:r: o SHich

MORE FUN WHEN 2
RIDE SIDE BY SIDE .
MORE PROFIT FOR OWNERS

Most popular with skiers and
owners dlike in 57 European and
American resorts. More profit
because Constam ski lifts trans-
port up to 4 times more hourly
capacity than ordinary lifts yet
cost less. Investigate these world-
famous lifts and order now to
assure summer delivery.

racsivad this baokl il i

Vanderford's brochure - no date

ROPETOWS - SKILIFTS - CHAIR LIFTS + AERIALTRAMS

Cartoon at the bottom of the House of Vanderford ' CHARLES VAN EVERA
RACE SAN FRANCISCO
brochure, above. LA oL Monufactured by w.rmc & l:v:;lru Supply Ca,
Denver,Col o

western Skiing February, 1946
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This 15 the river at our doorstep

FAMOUS RAINBOW TAVERN IS LO-
CATED OMN |INTERSTATE HIGHWAY
80 A FEW MILES WEST OF DONNER
SUMMIT NEAR BIG BEND RANGER
STATION AT AN ALTITUDE OF 5,800
FEET, A LARGE PARKING AREA OR
HM”M_NU GARAGE SERVICE IS AVAIL-

%.—n_u_.m_?mm FROM RAINEOW TAVERN

Auburn 50 miles — Reno 50 miles —
Lake Tahoe 28 miles — Squaw Valley
25 miles — Sacramento 85 miles —
San Francisco 170 miles — Los Angeles
566 via 395, 472 via 99.

BEND TURNCFF ON INTERSTATE 80

Baby sitting by appointment

ALL SEASON
RECREATION

FISHING IN NEARBY RIVERS, STREAMS AND
LAKES IS EXCELLENT , WITH A REGULAR
PLANTING OF CATCHABLE RAINBOWS.
THE STREAMS ARE GOOD, THE SEASON AND
EARLY FISHING OF THE LAKES BEING MOST
DESIRABLE.

HUNTING IN THE AREA ARCUND RAINBOW
LODGE IS EXTREMELY GOOD. LARGE NUM-
BERS OF BLACK TAIL DEER RANGE THE
MOUNTAINS [N THE VICINITY OF THE
LODGE AND MANY BUCKS ARE TAKEN
FROM THIS PART OF THE COUNTRY EACH
YEAR -- MANY RANGING IN SIZE FROM
100 TO 250 POUNDS.

EVERYWHERE ARDUND RAINBOW TAVERN,
THE MAJESTIC MOUNTAINS OFFER A FULL
SUMMER'S ENJOYMENT FOR THOSE SEEK-
ING NEW VACATION TREATS. FOR THOSE
WHO ENJOY HORSEBACK RIDING, TRAILS
FROM RAINBOW LODGE WIND OVER THE .
BEAUTIFUL HIGH SIERRA. HIKING AND
- PACK TRIPS IN THE MOUNTAINS MAY ALSO
b S TS

=

~ BE ARRANGED.
FLT & T

2 T

TURN ONTO RAINBOW ROAD AT BIG |

(&) DONKER MONUNENT. Site of George Donner

.
\
)

e
g

JeaNfan
T s wff L ?w.r
2N N /% &=
E I.\.\ff,J

o PN o

.fﬁ!ﬁ)ﬂm.’ £
- o

W W

\Rés G HANRY
@v&%\ﬁ%@

RECREATION MAP OF

A/
i
P

HENNESS PASS.. Thousands of heavy wagons
traveled this route in the early 1BED's carry—
ing freight to the mines at Virginia City. This
rute across the Sierra Nevada became a for- F
gotten highway when the railroad crossed Don- b
ner Summit in 1867.

MEADOW LAKE. Summit City location in 1865—
1866. Scene of the biggest gold rush boom and
bust in history ... a city of thousands, 13 ho-
tals, a bank, two stock exchanges, and lots at |

i

Z

e

S

$2000 each, was built one year and aband L
the next!. A stagecoach road was built from
just above Rainbow Tavern directly north to
Summit City, about 7 miles as the crow flies.

PROSSER CREEK .on State Hwy. 89. Location
of the Jacob Donner starvation and death camp
in the winter of 1846. Alder House Stage Sta—
tion still stands from a more recent time.

uug?gH_amu._ze___u.;_ge_s_aua_.__a_ET.
_ lbyonly 48 survived. : Tt

DONNER SUMMIT- The first covered wagons to
cross the Sierra Nevada successfully were those
of the Stevens Murphy Party in 1845. They nar—
rowly escaped the same fate that befell the Don—
ner Party ane year later.

6000 ft. ROYAL GORGE. The American River
Canyon is one of the most scenic but more in-

_accessible recreation areas in this region. It
s typical of much of the fine hunting, fishing

on areas which may be reached by
from Rainbow Tavern.

YUBA RIVER and RAINBOW TAVERN. One of
the starving groups from the Donner Party made
this spot an overnight stop in the deep snow.
After further tortuous traveling they made their
way o safely at Sutter's Fort.

(8) cARPENTER'S FLAT. When the Domner Emi-

grant trail was a busy covered wagon route, this
meadow Was @ welcome camping place for ex—
hausted pioneers after countless desert cross—
ings and surmounting Donner Summit.

SQUAW VALLEY. Fabulous winler sporls area-
site of the 1960 Winter Olympics.

6 TRAVEL THIS WAY for a short loop trip taking
\o you through the famous Mother Lode towns of
Nevada City and Grass Valley.

@E_E;ﬁ GAP. Logs were lashed to wagon

wheels and with the use of block and tackle,
covered wagons were lowered into Bear Valley
on' the final lap of the long tortuous trip from
St. Louis to Californiz.

map in a Rainbow Tavern brochure highlighting everything nearby.
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ONE WEEK VACATION
i ¢ dovd [ dhd BT 31 990

for ane wesk or Thc breskfast,

1.00 lunch, §i.25 dirner if bought i
f.p.rd:li-], | day's tki tew, | day's instruction, 2 admis-

sians fo ice skating rink, | round-trip o Morden |Sugar
Bawl], tramsportation to and from train W ariving that

Add $4.80 far the traln round-trip from 5. F.
Add 54.00 for the bus rousd-drip fram 5. F.

SWISS CHALET :
construction, stone exterior and beautiful knotty pine
interior is this splendid, modern ski resort . . . . steam-

heated bedrooms, colarful dining room and :nd!h;:
lounge. One of the Wast's most attractive snow rak?:

—boautiful lounge with big stone fireplace all in | +£
ing with the surroundings. Splendid JayBar ski 55
outside the door with many downhill runs from i

sumimit 1320 foot high. Outdoor ice skafing rink 2¢7fC
the way with lights for night skating. Only o
below Lm-dun and Sugar Bowl Area. Ski M“‘ﬁ'.
I:::lltﬁﬂl‘l. Yery convenient to Valley and Bay Ares-

o,

SCHEDULE FOR THOSE NOT DRIVING
:l'ds‘s':h" Pacific train: Leave San Franciico 8:35 am-
8 JpringsRainbow 3:15 z c 2

:I.-F"iﬁi Grayhourd: Lears San Franchco 4:00 or B:1% &7
fivw Rainbow 12:15 moon, 3:15 &

Milsage from San Francisce: 180 on U, 5. Highway 40:

RESERVATIONS e

:‘Mh denat, Rainbow Tawern, Soda Springs P. Oy CaiarmEt
e agent from whem you raceived this felder

Arrive.

Rainbow Tavern
& Ski Inn

Reng

Trugkad

M"S'\-:

TRAMIFORTATION
ANAILANLE

Grevhosnd Ben
o sar daze

# Hisdes Seatien

Ailriines b

Skier's Shutla Bws Batween All Areos
TRAVEL HIGHWAY NO. 40

Ea B
AVAILABLE SKIING AREAS
from 5ki Inn Lodge

SUGAR. BOWL
e Doubly Chalrlifr, Bops Tows
Transportation from Highwey 40,

Magit Carpirt Addial Trarmmiy
DOHHIZ K1 RAMCH

Loritam Lif, Rogs Tow ¢
00K SPRINGE

[Ducnskbs Chalilify, Rops Tows
WEATED GARAGE facilitn svidlable fmarby

5K SHOP " FOUNTAIM SERVICE

EVENING EMTERTAIMMENT !'

Folk Doncing = Sound Movies g

DONNER SUMMIT
SKI AREA

— U. 5. HIGHWAY 40 —

FOR BESERVATIONS
P, O. Box 7
HORDEN, CALIFORMIA

2551

— PRESENTS —

Winter Ski Season
1954 -1955

LoDoE GG COTTMBER J8TH, VRS

Manoging Owners

Jergen and Chax. ¥ind Jps Golcoackes

SKI INN LODGE

50% DEFONT FER DAY
Waeek-snds * 2 Nights Min. = Fri., Sa1, Mights
COMPLETE WEIKINDS
T Hightt' Lidging ¥ 3 Mask
Fridey Might Phre Sunday Brasifus
DORMITCRIES
Badding Sepplied, $10.59
Vomr Gwn Hawping Bag, $9.00
BORM ROCMS
3 8 roamld
Par Fursen, 11192

............. ————
1 5-DAYS !
1 MID-WEEK SPECIAL b
b Sunduy Might Dinass thiu Frdny Semakioes with
1 ¥ sights” lotgimg p
b DORME Womr Diewplag Bl . 2373 o
b paRMI R rae o
b DOl BOOMS (D be & resemll Fanas (LT
: WOTIL 20aME !
b Ocosparmiy o 3 Parsene. BILTS Puv Parsa 4
PRSP Ry .

DALY RATES
Doim Slaaglng g, Par Day . . . . . . 3830
Darm Hadiing Supplied, Par Ory . . . . . §435
. Dwrm Rewmms, Thes to & Resm, Far Dur, Pos Porven §4.75
Privite Riwma—s Pospls Pos Room, Far Fomsas,
T W Byl . e
18 DAYS ADVAHCE HOTICE IH THE EVENT
oF & THOH
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From the DSHS Archives

SNow OR Sun SwWimminG

FUN—HIGH DN BEACON HILL

Beacon Hill  Beacon Hill

LODGE @ LODGE

SHIING — SWIMMING — SPORTS

1930
B EaAconN

Hio

||
LODGE
The "AlL SEASON"
Vacation Playland!

BEACON HILL LODGE
WINTER RATES

WEEKENDS, HOLEDRYS &ND CHRISTHAS

Srmping tay dem

ALL VEAR RECREATION CENTER

Boem wim [eivale Bth
e PR e T

Auddifional persam. in rooe- 5100w prron.
o FPECEAL. |
o iy el Loty it e mcrive
Fihen i TS T P S
WID:YEEK RATES
|Evtept Chrintmas wewks arel Helidapsh
Ml sccoemeditioes anehall ol o egula
rate Gonday Be Thatsdey mighis.
SPECIAL MID-WEEK PACKAGES
Frer Highm)
il mom Ghoble oteoganryl bresidac
nd Aot fan - $0.00 pe perien
foecial i Paeiopes an dw b srasged
fsclighing LIl Thckols and Lidases
Goechd Paclages gwallale Re el aed
large goega
Dol of Mesl dig®s sSay En reguued on
Bl PeservAtons.
Plepse inpise mganiing msfetd? MAlFL

HIGH IN THE SIERRA ON HIGHWAY : HIGH IN THE Slinﬂ..ﬁ_ﬂ“ H1G.HWA'|" 40
Address Soda Spring lifornia J Address Soda Springs, Colifornia

SUMMERTIME . . - A todal of one hundred
sad foetyaoven fabes are bo ke foond within an
aeed of fen dquars mies adiscest s Bagean
Wl Lodge thewe. together with countless
maoushain siresmi. ol =ithin e arpe, provide
the rod and renl esthusland with an cutdan:
challinge usrivaled throughout ouwr SEate.

YOU CAN
BELIEVE IT!

[P WINTERTIME . . . Orive ey
Hill and B2 sered of Wintar Sportil
Chmaring 15 years of ragadly grewing recogei-
tion ot & wisder ipechi wea, Beiacon Hils
wperh rum are served foday by o new double
thair i, Shimming shove the ancw, tws by
Ve, po’ne caried up bo Fha feps all Phe way,
2600 feeb, fo the semmid ol Boscan Ml s

The kurter. 1eeking Bear or Daor, =il find kyei.
ag grousds wated fo his quost during cpes
peason, ol close of hand

n trath loe Hha i

o rider: pach trip

can be arranged ot Fhe
Ledge for foager Foray
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The San Francisco Chronicle reported on March 20, 1949 about
snow conditions on Donner Summit. There was so much snow
that a man walking on the ground would need a three foot
periscope to see over the snow. The summit along Highway 40
was considered the “finest skiing area in Northern California”
and "the Number One ski area in the State” with snow on ski
runs at nine to twelve feet deep. Since the weather was so warm
skiers could ski and acquire “Palm Springs tan.” There would
be another month of “fine skiing.”

There had been a lot of improvements on the summit with more
accommodations, more parking, and new ski facilities. To ease
traffic trucking schedules had been amended to reduce competi-
tion between trucks and automobiles.

That was the introduction, full of optimism. Then we get to
changes wrought over time of the area “30 miles between
Emigrant Gap and Truckee.” What a difference from today.
Everyone had mom and pop ski areas along Highway 40 along
with various commercial establishments catering to the ski-
ers. Today, there is none of that thanks to I-80 and the rising in
elevation of the snow/rain transition line (the elevation where
rain turns to snow.

In 1949 that thirty mile stretch could accommodate 3,000 skiers
a week. There were 21,900 feet of cables and ropes on the vari-
ous ski lifts.

Emigrant Gap had Lakeview Lodge at $2.50 a day per person.
Laing’s Pioneer Camp had various accommodations, a ski
shop, rental and parking for 150 cars. Rooms were $2.50 per
person and dormitory accommodations were $2.00 per person
or $5.50 with meals. They had a rope tow that was 500 feet
long and gained 150 feet in elevation. Today there’s not enough
predictable snow at that 5,300 foot elevation.

There was also the Yuba Lodge with prices about the same.

At Yuba Gap there was a rope tow 750 feet long with a 250 foot
elevation gain. It cost $1.50 a day for a ticket and featured a
warming hut, coffee shop, restrooms, and a ski school.

Skyline Lodge was also in the neighborhood.

In the Soda Springs area there was:

Cisco Grove Store with accommodations. There was a tobog-
gan cable pull 300 feet long providing access to a run of 700
feet. The toboggans were $1.50 an hour. If you had your own
sled or toboggan the price dropped to $2.00 a day.
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Sitzki Club had two rope tows 1800 feet long rising 300 feet. It cost $1.50 per day and had a coffee shop, rentals, ski shop, and

parking for 150 cars. They had “sleeping bag dormitories.”

Rainbow Tavern was a step up with a 1250 foot J bar costing $2.50 per day or 25 cents a ride. There was also a rope tow and

ski school.

Crampton’s Lodge had rooms and dormitories of various kinds.
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Kingvale Park had cabins for
rent, rentals, a ski shop and
transportation to the ski tows.

Donner Summit Lodge had
rooms and dormitories, a dining
room, coffee shop, cocktail
lounge, ski shop, and transpor-
tation to the tows.

The Beacon Hill Lodge had
rooms, dormitories, a dining
room, coffee shop, cocktail
lounge, ski shop rentals, and
was within walking distance of
Soda Springs ski area. Their
rooms were $7.50 a day per
person. The dormitory charged
$6.00 and included two meals.

Soda Springs Hotel had rooms
with and without baths, dining
room, cocktail lounge, parking
for 200 cars, garage storage and
charged $7.00 - $9.50 with two
meals for sleeping accommoda-
tions.

WINTER HOTEL RATES

7 Americn Man ™

. Inclndes meals
L]

£550 et peron Dioahile
Withour Bath

£ per porson Single
Wirhout Bath

S0 per porion Dowhle
Wik Bath
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With Barh

]
NEW ADDITION

All rooms, with privage harh
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WEEKLY RATES
Uhae Day Less Ih:l.'} Hare

Wrrte, |rﬁrari:€r.&hw VORE reseTvatiom-

SODA SPRINGS HOTEL
I G PONES & SON. Propristary
Soda Springs. Californig

Soda Springs ski area featured a 2400 foot J bar that gained 450 feet in elevation.
It cost $2.50 per day, $1.50 for a half day or 25 cents a ride. They had a coffee

Winler Sporfd.

shop, restrooms, warming hut, and ski school. They could park 200 cars.

At Ice Lakes there were chalets with baths, dormitories, and housekeeping
cabins. There was a dining room, cocktail lounge, ski shop rentals, and
“weasel transportation to and from highway.”

Ski Inn had no baths in the rooms, a dining room, ski rental shop, and
coffee shop.

Sugar Bowl was only 1 % miles from the Norden station and transpor-
tation to the lodge was by weasel, apparently only during the week, and
tractor pulled sleigh on weekends. Their chair lift was 3200 feet long
with a 1050 foot rise in elevation. Lift tickets were $3.50 a day or 35
cents a ride. Runs were up to 1 %4 miles long. There were two 1,000
foot long rope tows and Bill Klein was running the ski school. Rooms
in the lodge were $9.00 for a single, $6.00 for a double. Dorms were
2.50 for men and $3.00 for women.

Then on the Donner Summit area there was Donner Ski Ranch with a
Constam lift 1800 feet long with a 650 foot rise. It cost $2.50 a day or
25 cent per ride. Their rope tow was 100 feet long and cost $2.00 per
day. They too had a coffee shop, restrooms, and a warming hut.

Donner Ski Ranch lift tickets
ca. mid-1950's

Then it was down to Truckee but that’s beyond the Heirloom’s territory. They
featured A, B, C, and D class jumping hills, rope tows, lessons, dog teams,
toboggan slide, and ski rentals.
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Book Review

The Mothers Vardis Fisher
1943 reprinted in 1976 285 pages
available new on the internet

One would think that there are no different ways to treat
the story of the Donner Party but this book was published
in 1943 and, based on the title, The Mothers, should have
provided an interesting perspective. That would be the
story as told by the women, who have generally been
ignored, and highlight their contributions to the survival
of the Donner Party. That’s the reason I bought it.

The reader has to understand that it’s a novel, meaning
that the basic story we all know has been fleshed out with
conversation, thoughts and little stories. We’d expect that
as the story unfolds a theme would be developed show-
ing the women as the heroes. To develop the theme there
would be conflicts to overcome, culminating in a climax
and ultimately, the denouement. That’s the normal pro-
gression of a novel. If you know the story of the Donner
Party you can readily imagine those stages of the novel’s
progression.

Let’s see.

The book opens with Charles Stanton ready to head off
for help at Sutter’s Fort with some of the Donner Party
wondering if he will come back. This foreshadows the
disunity and dissension of the party. Their hopes rest

on Stanton coming back with food but some are cynical
about even that. A few pages later James Reed was ban-
ished following a knifing. There are several arguments and
part of the actual story was changed. The interactions and
conversations show the Donner Party to be made up of the
nastiest group of people you’d ever want to meet. Even
before the party reached the Sierra the members would not
share or help each other.

The Mothers does not present the women as heroes.
Instead, they are argumentative, fickle, judgmental, nasty,
and selfish. We have nasty people confronted with prob-
lems, with only a bit of sermonizing at the end about how
the mothers’ characters maybe enabled them to survive.
We never see if there was personal growth, nor how the
growth developed to overcome the challenges. The chal-
lenges were overcome, of course, but only by the rescue
parties, an outside force.

A large part of the book describes the Forlorn Hope epi-
sode but then it goes back to the lake camps and suddenly
the women come to the fore and save everyone, but there
is no evidence. “Mothers in this bitter winter had work

to do” and apparently they did it but how or what is a mystery.
Vardis stops relating episodes of nastiness but there is no trigger
for that to change their personalities.

For example, suddenly there is just a description of people you
might like to meet. Philippene Keseburg had more food than the
others and she doled some out from her “hoard.” Here, “hoard” is
the word used. It’s a bit perjorative so it’s a backhanded com-
pliment to Philippene. That was a “fatal softness in her own
character” and was a handicap in her fight against death. The
compliment is even more backhanded when Vardis says she did
not have the stuff of which pioneer women were made. That’s
used as counterpoints to Vardis’ imagined descriptions of the
other women’s personalities. Philippene “was no hard, cun-
ning realist like Peggy Breen or Lizzie Graves. She had neither
the intelligence nor the clear unfaltering courage of Margaret
Reed. She did not have the phenomenal patience and devotion of
Lavina Murphy.

“Of the five mothers, the one most like her was Eleanor Eddy.
Eleanor was as brave as any other, but she did not have the ruth-
less fighting heart of Peggy and Lizzie or the mature vision of
Margaret... Under her gentleness there was steel but she did not
tell herself in the way of Mrs. Graves, that her children must live,
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even if everybody else in camp died.” Here we maybe have
the theme, that the personalities of these mothers saved the
day but it’s never born out by actions. There is one exception
when Eleanor Eddy secretly put a pound of bear meat into
Wm. Eddy’s pack. Vardis says that meat saved Eddy who
then saved the Forlorn Hope which then started the rescue
parties.

Maybe the women are the heroes because they were op-
posite the men. Here is a description of Spitzer who has just
exhumed Dutch Charly and taken his clothes. “.. he was a
lazy parasite who refused to gather wood or help keep the

fire burning. All day he would sit by the fire... Today she was
heartily sick of this man. There he stood by the fire, in his own
and a dead man’s clothes, staring at the flames..."

The book really celebrated a couple of non-mothers, Milt El-
liott and “Bill” Eddy. Just taking Eddy as an example, accord-
ing to Vardis he was the long suffering hero of the story. He is
patient, self-sacrificing, and strong (killed a bear). He shared
food even when he didn’t have much. He helped others even
after they had rejected him or refused to help his family. He
even forgave Franklin Graves for leaving someone to die, “I
wouldn’t fret about it... Our job now is to save our families.
That’s what the lord would tell us to do. He wouldn’t want us
to waste our strength fretting over an old man who is dead.
Forget about it Frank; we have a job to do.” In Vardis’ mind
this is an attractive characteristic. According to Vardis, Eddy
initiated the Forlorn Hope too and he does various acts of
heroism.

As a novel the book imagines the interactions and conversa-
tions of the Donner Party episodes, for example Stanton’s
leaving to go to Sutter’s Fort for help with Wm. McCutcheon.
Lewis Keseburg wonders in German, “Will they ever come
back?” His haggard wife, Philippine replied in German, “Mc-
Cutchen should. He has a wife and child.” “Stanton won’t.
Why should he?” replied her husband.

One vignette highlights the character of John Snyder by
looking at his thoughts just prior to his getting knifed by
James Reed. Vardis takes us into Mr. Snyder’s head, “Snyder,
accustomed for twenty-three years to flattering attention, had
imagined that he alone had been weighed and found wanting.
That notion put him in an ugly mood, and day after day the
mood persisted and deepened, until it was a bitter corrosive
in his mind. The life about him only added to his ugliness.”
Since that’s made up, we can wonder why the author chose
to characterize Snyder in that way as perhaps a cause for the
knifing.

As if there wasn’t enough dissension, the author makes up
extra conflict. For example, Vardis has “Charley” Stanton
swearing for the first time as the party tries to climb the pass.
They won’t leave anything behind. “By the God Almighty!”
he roared. “I’ve never in all my life seen such damned people!
Here you are facing starvation and death, and you insist on

dragging all your junk along with you!” It could have hap-
pened but there was so much drama already that this doesn’t
really add to the story. The arguing continues for some time.
Certainly if “Charly” was going to swear for the first time it
would have been a thousand miles back if the people were as
nasty as Vardis portrays them.

Vardis imagines all kinds of things in an attempt to flesh out
his characters. Wm. Eddy is impulsive and hot-tempered. His
wife was quiet, thoughtful and restrained. “They adored one
another.” Philippine Keseburg’s husband abused and flogged
her. “She loathed his small greedy soul...” Franklin Graves’
wife “was the real boss of his big family...” William Foster
“was a strange man... In some ways he was only a child,
credulous and impulsively generous; but in some ways he
seemed to be a very wise and thoughtful man. Under his good
nature there was a vein of madness...” At times one might
think Foster “could be forced to do inhuman and unpredict-
able things.” Of course, later he shoots two Indians for food.

Other things are made up for no discernable reason. During
the Forlorn Hope episode Pat Dolan went crazy which did
happen. In this telling everyone is moving easily around under
the blankets making the set-up sound like a large tent. Then
four people sit on Dolan’s arms and legs. Dolan curses, slob-
bers and writhes — Vardis’ descriptions. He bites his tongue
and lips so that blood flows down his beard and so that no
one can understand him. At another point when Wm. Eddy
approached the door of a cabin at Johnson Ranch the girl who
answered the door is named Harriet Johnson. Her name in
real life was Harriet Ritchie. Why change that detail?

In some ways details of the story are accurate, for example
floundering in the snow or details of killing an ox but in oth-
ers it’s bad guesswork. Saying that Stanton and the Indians
went to the summit in the snow to see conditions and “An
hour later, Stanton and the Indians returned.” The actual effort
requires going up and down 1,000 feet in elevation and six
miles through the snow. In another story Wm. Eddy went out
hunting and stumbled across the Donners which is also not
accurate.

There are good descriptions for example of the peril, as the
party slept at the bottom of the pass in a storm,

“This storm was heavier than the former one. Within an hour
two fresh inches had been laid on the sleeper, and before
daylight the depth upon them was almost a foot. Now and
then they stirred in their sleep and the new whiteness shud-
dered above them; but nobody awoke to thrust out an arm or
a head. In these strange mountains, far from their goal, with
the food almost gone, their strength sapped, and their hope
burning faintly like the embers pulsing and darkening in the
pine stump, they lay in their beds and were covered by the
winter until there was no sign of life here. The beasts were
white mounds; and the two silent Indians were swallowed by
the deeper night where they sat.”
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Finally, there’s a bit of 1943 American culture which does not fit will with modern sensibilities. Wm. Eddy is out hunting. Tak-
ing his position behind a clump of willows, he peered out, knowing that these naked and snake-eating redskins could not be far
from him... Bill supported his rifle... and took careful aim... With a scream that rang over the camp and burst in echoes down
the gorge, the Indian leapt high into the air... and plunged headlong over the precipice.

“Bill waited a little while, but he knew the other naked devils would be running for their lives. When he returned to camp, he
said he had blown hell and daylight through one of the thieves... This was the last time the Diggers came prowling upon this
camp.”

Note:

You have noticed our monthly book reviews. You might want to do some
reading of your own.

Stop in at the DSHS. Norm Sayler has a large collection of books for perusing,
buying, or checking out.

You might even want to do a review for us.

A TOUCH OF TYROL

...only a few hours by auto

Sugar Bowl brochure from
Norm's collection - no date
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Making History Colorful

Today, due to advances in computer graph-
ics technology, there may be a solution to the

color limitations of our historical black & white
images. It turns out that computers are remark-
ably adept at manipulating photographic images.
In recent years, the algorithms developed for
Artificial Intelligence (AI) and machine learn-
ing have been adapted to image technology to
give almost magical results. This includes the
colorization of black & white images. Simply
put, these algorithms are “trained” by looking

at millions of color and black & white versions
of photos to “learn” how to add back colors to a
black & white image. The algorithms learn how
to find a sky and make it blue, find a face and
make it flesh colored, find a tree and make the
leaves green. They develop highly sophisticated
models that can do amazing transformations. Up
until recently, this technology was only available
on high powered specialized computers, but in
the last year, Adobe has made this technology
available to a desktop computer running their
Photoshop program. The photos here are just a

few examples of what this program can do.

George Lamson

183, Main Street, Upper Cisco,

183. Main Street, Upper Cisco,

SO feet elevatlon.

581l feet elevation.

Cisco when it was "end of track" about
1867
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Odds & Ends on Donner Summit

Here we have a chimney and a "chimney." Both are near Rainbow. The
one below is part of a cabin that was up the hill on the north side of
Donner Pass Rd., Old Highway 40, and on the east side of the river.

The picture to the right is also on the north side of Donner Pass Rd.

a few hundred yards east from Rainbow Lodge. It sits in the forest
but once when the trees were not yet there and there was traffic on
Old Highway 40, the structure held a sign advertising a lodge. We've
looked and looked for a picture with the sign but no luck so far. The
inset shows the top of the structure where the sign was supported.
There is a duplicate between the north side of I-80 and the south side of
Donner Pass Rd. just west of the overpass. Can you find it?

This is part of a series of miscellaneous history, “Odds & Ends” of Donner Summit. There are a lot of big stories on Donner
Summit making it the most important historical square mile in California. All of those episodes* left behind obvious traces. As
one explores Donner Summit, though, one comes across a lot of other things related to the rich history. All of those things have
stories too and we’ve been collecting them. Now they’re making appearances in the Heirloom.

If you find any "Odds & Ends" you'd like to share pass them on to the editor - see page 2

*Native Americans; first wagon trains to California; the first transcontinental railroad, highway, air route, and telephone line, etc.
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Membership www.donnersummithistoricalsociety.org
I/we would like to join the

Donner Summit Historical Society Daite

and share in the Summit’s rich

histur}' Namc[s)

new membership

Renewing membership

Individual Membership $40
Family Membership 560

Mailing Address

_____ Friend $100 City State Zip
Sponsor $250
Patron $500 Please mail this card with your check payable to the DSHS 1o
Patron $500 Donner Summit Historical Socicty P.O. 1 Norden, CA 95724
Benefactor $1000

You can also go to our website and use PayPal or a credit card.

The Donner Summit Historical
Society is a 501(c)(3) non-profit

If you would like monthly newsletter announcements, please write your email address below VERY neatly.

Take the Scenic Route:
Donner Summit’s

g\»E MY
Old Highway 40

HISTORIC

(40

ROUTE [gerees

Pick up the brochure at the DSHS e
or download it at: m
http://www.donnersummithistoricalsociety.org/pages/brochures.html '
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