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*An uplifting of the soul is sure to follow this contact with Nature in her majesty, and Self becomes smaller and
smaller as we realize the immensity of things in traversing this country.”
1924 - Tigis
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The Lincoln Highway, which strung together existing routes, in 1913 was the nation’s
first memorial to President Lincoln and was the first transcontinental highway. It was a
time when there only about 150 cross country trips by automobile annually. The Lincoln
Highway Association had a vision: “a continuous improved highway from the Atlantic o

the Pacific, open to ...all.. without toll charges.” The road cut across the river here is a
remaining section of the original 1913 Lincoln Highway. l INCOI N
-

The new Lincoln Highway standards called for a design “predicated upon an average of
15,000 passenger automobiles per ...day traveling at a speed of 35 miles per hour and
3,000 motor trucks ... traveling at an average speed of 10 miles per hour,

The Official Lincoln Highway guide said: “The usual pleasure party, however, with easy
driving and only nominal amount of sight-seeing ... can make the trip [cross country] in
twenty to thirty days with ease [down from 60 before the highway], driving approximate-
ly seven hours per day. This estimate means that approximately 18 miles per hour must
be made during the driving time as an average.”

Advice for travelers from the 1924 Official Guide HI G HWA l

Do not carry loaded firearms, do not to forget colored goggles or camphor ice, do not
ford water without first wading through it, do not to drink alkali water, and “Don’t wear
new shoes.” Traveling equipment needed included chains, shovel, axe, jacks, tires and
nner tubes, and a set of tools.

If real rouble occurs “build a sagebrush fire” to summon help.

A Good Story

The whoosh of the Interstate can now be heard here. It was tough
zoing crossing the country even with the Lincoln Highway. In
1919 the first transcontinental Army convoy averaged 53 miles
per day along the Lincoln Highway route. Dwight Eisenhower
was a young officer on the trip and it was the memory of that trip
that spurred him to build the interstate highway system when he
became president.

Things to do right here

You can walk the old Lincoln highway route you see across the river. [t's the dirt road to the right at Big Bend. Walk beside old
cabins and enjoy the river and look for old bridge foundations. Can you find dates on any existing bridges or old abutments?
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