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Trockee: “A Dairyman's (and Woman's) Heaven™

Welcome to the Melver
X Drairy. It was the larg-
]St{}[’y st dairy in Truckee,
which was well-known
for its dairy products,
Dc'gnrtlcular]y butter. The
Melver Dairy produced &0 meds of butter a
vear and operated for 45 years lII1lI| 1944,

The Melver Dairy was founded by the Melvers, im
magrants rom lreland. Sarah Melver ran the dasry
untall 1941 when she got sick. Her husband, Jamees
Sr, baali a freight business. James Melver Jr. would
deliver fresh milk and cream to the town resudents
early in the moming and worked as a teamsiter for his
father.

Jamees Ir. (soe night) was one of the first men in

Trckee 1o enter WWIL When he returned frvom the

war he worked as a Wells Fargo driver, blacksmyith, teamster, mailman, famier, and camiage maker.
When the automobile came to Treckee e tirved his blacksmith shog info a garage and machine shop 1o
service awtomatabes.

Jankes marmed Azad Joseph i 1944, Azad lad m:.lpu:d the Amnemian massacre that killed her parents
when she was 7, was put in an orphanage, ran away, and came to Amenca with ber sister, Boxic. A
mewspaper ad connected the garls ta thu:lr uncle in Trickee where Azad met James.

The family donated this and the hospitals land 1o public use and Mclver Arena is named for James Ir.

Jamses Melver used 1o deliver manl on hos " Swow Dewil” (see below 1o down
A G d St town Trockee) which he had bought by mail order.  Frequent mgged wanter
GU Dry storms meade the snow machise the only way to wavel. On Febouary 15,1938,
Jamses Melver was called vpon 1o deliver  pro—— =+
], food, and supplies w stranded resi- 8 = o

dents in Tahoe City. They had received 17 feet of snow in 18 days. On his Snow Deval,
Janses came tothe rescue, It iook the Soow Deval 15 hours 10 go 14 mules,

The Truckee postnustress conplamed 1o Washungton [UC. that Janses had been Late deliv
cnn;i the mal, They sent an mspector and be net Janses weanng a light suit and sanclals,

“Comee on, I ke vou with me,” saod Jim, Melver followed has normal roure along the
Truckee River, The Inspector proclaamed “There wall be no charges filed, Mr. Melver. This
[thie conditions] 15 awiul,”
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